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- ‘PROLOGUE -

i"The writer of this diary, Jim R. Dowling, was horn

in 1837 in Washington County, Ohio. He lived in

the township of Fearing, near Marietta, When the-

Civil War broke:out; he: and his brother Wesley,

enlisted in the Union Army. He foughtin the Battle

of Gettysburg, but wound up being a prisoner of

lwar at: Andersonville. * After the War, he and
Wesley moved to Kentucky. There, he lived within
sight of Kentucky's famous Green River about five
thundred yards from his brother’s home, which is
the Dowling House in Woodsonville, currently
‘owned by Mr. and Mrs. George McCombs. In 1894,
Uncle Jim built the boat for this “camping out trip.”
:He was 57 years old. His. brother and next door
- ‘neighbor, Wesley Dowling, had four daughters
and a son. Jim’s niece, Sarah Elizabeth Dowling,
‘had married Elisha D. Gardner;on April 24, 1889,
when she was twenty years old. Elisha, whom
Uncle Jim refers to as his “brother”, and his
;“nephew” was his camping companion on this
trip up, then’ “‘down, Green River in September,
§1894 On this trip, they travelled over 135 miles by
river, tallied more than 76 Ginseng roots dug up,
,fsome paw paws, 23 squirrels killed and mostly
3eaten and a few pints of Kentucky Whiskey, “the

‘renowned beverage of the old state” duly

'_consumed and enjoyed. Uncle Jim must have had
‘the urge to write, because keeping a diary on the
frlver successfully with the real ink he had to use is
no small feat. This monograph is a Ilteral
franscription from:-the handwritten diary. of Uncle

Jim Dowling.
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A Camping Out Trip Up Green River, Ky

The Summer of 1894 | was living at
Woodsonville, Ky. And my health was poorly
that season and concluded to take a trip up
Green River and camp out a little while. My
Brother Wesley, Elisha Gardner and | made a
boat to suit the occation. The boat was 23 ft
long and had 4 compartments or boxes to
shut our goods up in. Two boxes in each end
with locks to them. We fixed two set of oar
locks to the boat to row with and | had a tent
made to fit the boat so we could sleep in the
boat prov:dmg we could not put our tent up
we had along..We had two cots to sleep on by
placeing one in each end of the boat.. Green
Riveris a beautiful stream of nice clear water
winding in and “out through the hiils and
bluffs of Ky. Sometimes it gets on a blg tear

and is not so clear and nice.  The Triver is

about 500 miles ‘long ‘and when you are
standing up on the bluff above it looking
down on the water it looks green and probily
for that reason it was called green river. The
river is mostly fed by springs and little glens
that run back Into the hills a short distance.
The water is generally soft and cool good to
drink any time.



Elisha-Gardner and Sarah Elizabeth
Dowling Gardner
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Sep 3rd

My Nephew Elisha. Gardner and myself were
the ones to__,i-gofon thls ‘l'.l'lp, and we got: busy‘
this- -day gettmg thlngs we' needed stored in
the boat such as blankets and provns:ons we'
needed for the. trip- ‘and by 3 p'm We were
ready to start from a little:village on the bluffs
of the raver Named ‘after f-the first,

1795 tflree=
f’the nver ‘

and Lishes inthe bow but we couldnot sleep
much -on:the account.of the noise: from the
spring and strange beds.






Sep 4th

Up Early this morning and breakfast by 6 am
Bacon fried potatos cooked with thelr coats
on. Coffee .and bread we had a good
breakfast \mth melon to finish off w1th After

owners of the place try ' to keep up 'lts
appearence by mendmg it now and then.. if it
could talk what grand times it could tell about
the Natives around gethering in there drink-
ing old Kentucky whlskey one of the renound
beverage of the old state. After a good
nights sleep we got up the next morning -
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Sep 5th

Very much. refreshed while | was getting

~ breakfast. Lish was out in the woods and

killed two’ squlrls ~after breakfast we went .

“hunting for squirls and Ginseng. | had been
‘bothered with Rheumatis in my left arm all -
summer and in our travels over the hills and
N hollows we came to a hollow about ten ft deep

" with a tree laying acrost it Lish walked over
" onltandlfollowed after him when I gotoutin

the middle of it the:log broke with-me and -
down I went through.the trash and rocks

- _making quite a racket the way | went down. |

knowed i was_ hurt ‘Lish looked around and

seen where [ was and said Uncle Jim are you )

hurt | said no but | spoke to quick. The painin

~ that: arm- was :.something terable. .| was
_groaning as. if | was mashed all to pieces Lish

got_hold of me and helped me out and for .

~about five minutes | sure was in pain Then it

eased up ‘all gone the Rheumaties with it.
That was the end of the Rheumaties in that

-arm.” We got a dozen root of Ginseng came
- back to the boat cooked the squirls for dinner
- and .after dinner- went ' to - see . .General .
Buckners pleasure boat he had flxed up a
_small Engine to run it on the river. We put in

the afternoon looking around and hunting

~Lish killed an other squirl-which we dressed
‘for ‘breakfast.”We were getting down to -

regular camp life now. We fished a while in
Eving but got no fish. We got our sleep went
to bed agaln in the boat and had a good night
sleep. sl AT ;



‘Sep 6th

Af_ter“b[eakfa,si _ﬁ_re ;packé-d ;Dp fora sh“o'r‘t.,run
up the river landed and took a hunt through a
large tract of woods seen plenty signs of wild

turkeys and found 19 roots of Ginseng. 11%

am we pulled out again up the river.looking

along for a spring where .we could - have

dinner wh:le going along the shore a 2 [b
white perch jump into the boat a big surprise
to me. We came to a spring about two miles
and called it good luck spring made coffee
had dinner cleaned our fish for supper when
we pulled out for Lanes Mill getting there 3
pm. Went up o see the mill. It is run by an
overshot wheele from a large spring high up
the bank. 1 got a pail of waterwent back to the
boat to.make some lemonade but could not
get into the box where the lemons were. Had
to wait until-Lish-came back with the keys.
There was :a high Rail Road bridge at this

‘place and-Lish-was' on that when .he came

back and 1 called to him to drop me the keys.
They were on aring and it was very stoney at
this ‘place where he ‘droped.them :and the

result'was two: of them broke and bounced

away found part:of one the other-could find
no where had tobreak the lock and trow away
‘buthapenedto have a spare lock forits place.
We had our:lemonade and | wrote a card to
Brother Wesley: at ‘Woodsonville. - Then we

‘run up the river one mile to Wyatts crossmg

went to his house got some biscuit came:.




back and had supper and camped there for
the night. We took a strole along the bluff
killed a squirl went into a tobacco'patch got
some ‘tobacco wormes and baited the trot
line ‘with' the “worms and’ ‘bird fleshand
stretched it across the river. After spending
the nightthere thinking we would have alot of
fish in' the morning. But alass when ‘we
Iooked the lme over not a flsh dld we have

Got up early thls- mornmg got breakfast and
ate:-it ‘with. a-relish for our: appitites were
gettmg into good -working order now. After
breakfast we started out on another hunt for
that was what we were out for. After climbing
over-the hills .two or th‘ree_hours getting 7
roots of Ginseng we came back to Wyatts and
the lady wanted to know if we liked Buttermilk
- of course we did - after drinking about one
gallon ‘we :went -back to:the boat had our
dinner and moved .up.the river-one mile to
Smiths: Saw Mill..He had just set up his millin
a heavey beach:wood to saw.it up.into all
kinds of lumber.- -After: seeing what we could
there we: ‘moved up the river.one mile more
and. camped at trolley Spring..We gave- it that
name by there beeing a.wire going from the
spring up. the bluff 3 or 4 hundred yards to a
house and they had a pail:hitched to a roiler
on the wire. and let it run down to the splrng
under a spout.- e . ‘



Sep 8th

After breakfast we pulled out at 6% for better

fishing water than that; We run upto 300 Mill
Springs.- ‘Here was another mill run with an
overshot-wheele a very large wheel. The
water had 60 ft. fall and coldest and clearest
water | most ever saw in hot:'weather like we
were having then. We weighed ourselves
here and found we were not getting to fat then
we run on up to Linn Camp getting there 113
am. Made coffee and had a lunch then started
out with our shoes off and pulling the boat
over six riffies getting to Little Barren River
3% pm. Elishawent to a small town there and
got some' biscuit eggs and-some -daylie
‘papers sent to us there and by 5 pm we were
onourway up the river looking for good place
to:campover-Sunday. But finding no:spring
we. -camped ' the - night -at a. sand :bar
and used -river water for our supper -and

. breakfast.© - -




Sep 9th

Sunday. morning_after breakfast we started
on up: the river looking for-a spring -after
pulling our hoat over a long-and hard riffle for
near a mile we came to a spring and. tied.up
for the day-readthe:papers and intertained
some Vvisitors-that came aroundto see us. .

Monday mormng We pulled out and soon'

came to anotherriffle full of snags logs and

had to saw some of them out of the way so we
could get our: boat by and soon after it began
to rain-and we had to get the cover.of the boat

on tokeep:dry;"We could not.row. the boat

much with ‘the cover on so made . slow
headway.  We got to Dobsons spring branch
11 am when it rained very hard about one
hour. Near the end of the shower while we



were in the boat | heard a great roaring and |
thought a tornado was coming. | was looking
~out to see where it was. :Elisha knew what it
_.was and had a good laugh at me. There was
.acave up the bluff about 75 yards and the rain
_had started so. that the gulleys back in the
' country took an under ground course to this
.cave and came out rushing down the -hill
-through the rocks which:made.a big nois.a
- great portain.of this part of Ky had sink holes
- and the:surface water runs into them is why
-there is so-many springs.. There.is hills and
valleys but.no stream running through the
~.vailey to some. other: stream. After the rain
- was over we went.to the cave to find a dry
‘place.to make:a: fire to get.our dmner.w_lth

~ .This cave was. open.in-front. and run ‘back

iqu1te a distance with a big rock over head for
"-a roof.: After dinner Elisha went.to some of
the:neighbors to get some provisions for us.
:This place beeing his.childhood home he was
« pretty well intertained.after he came back got
his. gun . to. ‘shoot - some =.squirls and |
;_z.,_proceeded to get some supperforour hungry
. selves.. Elisha killed one squirl while he was
-out.; We.ate -our:supper washed the dishes
~then -had :a camp. chat-then prepared for a
night sleep.. The"air .was -chilly and our
- blankets wet or damp and we could not keep
- warm and did not sleep much.-We were up by
daylight:-had a big fire towarm by. ..~ . .




“Sep1ith -

f?We put out two flsh hooks Iast mght near the
.boat and in'the nighta three Ib catfish.got-on
.one ofthe hooks and it made so much racket
-Lish had to:get out-of bed and get it'off the
hook.:*While :1.was. getting breakfast this
“morning-Elisha:went out.in the woods-and
:killed 2 squirls. - After Breakfast-we: cleaned
»the catfish-for.dinner-and gotall our:blankets
. out-onthe brush:and rocks to dry out. Then |
~took ‘a’stroll through the woods to look for
:Ginseng “and - Lish -stayed -home to:keep
~house and while-doing so a squirl came to
.camp to see:him and he shot it.- When1 got
back he: went:to one of the neighbors :and
-rlexchanged it for some milk. Then:wegot our
~dinner ready. | ‘had to'eat most of the fish
“myself for:Elisha did not-like:catfish:very
‘much; :After dinner we took a hunt through
- the woods for-Ginseng found a few roots.: We
-went to Elisha’s old home got a'good drink of
“water from:the sold-spring -he:-use:to carry
.water from when-he was aboy.:No one living
:there now: ‘The:-house-burned down:some
‘years ago.*When we got back to-the boat
~concluded to:have-mush and milk for supper
- for we had cornimeal with us. Weenjoyedthe
;gupper fine: thought it-a‘raretreat and while
'we were-sitting-around the fire thls evening

we caught anotherfish on the hook and line.



Sep 12th

After breakfast we went to Mr. Fishers and
got:4 melons-one Water ‘melon and:three

mush- melons ‘went back to the' boat and
pulled.out 10 am for Steep Hollow there we
took a little-walk came back-and eat lunch.
Then we ' commenced our trip up river

wadeing and pulling our boat over Riffle after

Riffle .and stoped- at a place called Cain -
Bottom using river water once more for our
coffee and cooking. The country around here )
was some on:the wild order. The owls were
making all kind of noises. : When we were
lounging . on our cots. under the trees after
dark one'big-owl got on a limb over our heads
and squalled out Who ‘Who are you. Elisha
got his gun saying 1 will show you who we are
but the old Owl did not stay for the answer.
We missed getting our biscuits this day and
had to make some kind of cakes out of Gray
ham flour and corn meal we had W|th us for
our supper and breakfast EURERE




Sep 13th

After breakfast this morning we went to look
for Ginseng-found.a few-roots .and. a.land
turtle.which-we took. along for.a relick.::Got
back:to the boat and.pulled out 10 amand the
riffles were coming thick-and fast.: The water
was, very low ‘this ‘part:of:the river. - After
working: along for-5..miles. we pulled upat:
Willis :Gardners;-Elisha's : uncle we
concluded -we :had.;enough.; of, that kmd of
traveling.«Were: intending to-.go.to-Greens- -
burg 25 milesfurther butthe river was toJow

for us; So.we tied up.and fixed ourselves the’
best we:-could and.went:to -his house:spent

the afternoon.and-night with himandthe next
mommg we took ahunt-afier: lookmg around

chaldren and ourselves went downtothe boat
got in took a ride down the river one mile to.
see three persons Baptized then came back
to our landing and went home with them for
dinner after dinner we went out to look for
Ginseng found a few roots killed one squirl
and watched for:another-one in‘the tops of
them tall trees most all-afternoon and had to
go away without it .



Sep 15th

We stayed at Mr. Gardners over night and in
the morning Him and Elisha went to
Greensburga horse back:; and | went into the
woods to look nseng as | was interested
in:the Glnsengfbusiness 1.got 7 roots that
forenoon and some Pawpaws. Elisha and his
Uncle getting back about one o’clock. After
dinner we went down to the boat got our
bottle out and had-a‘treat all around of old
Kentuck whiskey.with 4 or 5 kinds of herb put
into it to make a new kind of bitters. -

Sunda an amlng and we had to stay msnde
until after dinner. ‘It stoped raining and we
went down to the boat and found things in a
mess, the rain had leaked through the boxes
we had the things in disolbed our sugar and
salt made dough of our meal and flour and
wet our biankets and clothes —







Sep 17th

:This morning we bid Mr. -Gardner and his
family good by for his kindness to us went to

our-boat and found the river had rised .about

‘4 inches so:weturned the bow of our boat
down stream’ for home sweet: home -after
running until 10.am. We stoped ata spring to

get a drink of water and Elisha went out with

his gun to-shoot- a. pheasent we heard
.druming In the woods but could not find the
“bird but - saw a -squirl and shot it. .After
running down some farther we stoped made
coffee had a lunch. Looked.a short time-for
-Ginseng got a handfull.. Then we pulled out
‘with. all- speed for:Dobsons spring branch
rgetting 'there 4°° pm:we knocked around a
-little while got supper.and sat around a little
~spell then went to bed and had a good mghts
.--sleep L .




Sep 18th

Up this morning a little.after 4 o’clock looked
like a-hard storm.coming so. we moved .our
:kitchen :to ‘the .cave-l.;spoke.of heretofore
‘made our breakfast there -Our stove was one
-of the oldor.New: Pattern I don’t know which.

Anyway we started from: home with a heavy

piece of sheetiron 21/2 ft. Iong and 18 inches
‘wide in:the:bottom of our;boat.: When:we
wanted to'doany cooking we would: build up

two walls with stone 14 or 15 inches apart

long enough for our top, andflue and plaster
itall over withmud then we had a campstove
right-to; cook several dishes of things at the
‘same time.without: any-black soot on them.
‘After breakfast Elish went out and got some
‘milk and.Potatos:then we went to look for
‘some Ginseng got-a: few roots killed a quail

got back fo. cave had dinner on quail- squirl
bacon potatoes m;lk and coffee. After dinner
Ehsha went t ’Mr_ Sldebottoms funeral an old
Preacher he. was acqualnted with, ‘While he

was gone moved the kitchen back to the boat

landing. Elisha coming back quite late in the
evening and | had supper ready waiting
for htm o _ i



Sep 19th

This morning while | was getting Breakfast
Elisha killed. another :squirl ‘and . after
breakfast he went after our washing we had
. sent out the day before and getting the same
time some:Biscuit and -sweet potatos of Mr.
Williams who came back with him and two
little girls wanting to see the boat and as we
were all ready to start on our journey they got
in.and road .a.short.distance with .us. After
going 2-miles we landed where there was a
distillery nearby. Elisha went there and had a
2 qt. Bottle filled with white whiskey to take -
home to my Bro. Wesley for he liked that kind
of whiskey. Then we.run down to cold spring
getting there 12 pm. We got ourdinnerthere
Elisha killed -two: young . squirls in the
morning and while he was out looking for
more | made:them into soup with potatos
onions and tomatos. I made two good bowles
of fine: soup. :After dinner-we concluded to
‘camp -there .until -next morning. -We went
hunting-a little-while and found nothing. We
came in and had supper on: sweet potatos
Bread and- coffee T




Sep 20th

Last night.we did not sleep-warm the night
was quite cold and sleeping on:'cots are not
very good - in:cold weather for you:need- as
much under.you as.over you to-keep-warm.
After:-breakfast we made some lemonade to
take along with us.*We pulled.out 8 am and
went downthe'riverflying I was in the how of
the boat.with:a long pike’pole stearing and
pushingthe boat.andElish rowing.:We heard
a squirl ‘barking’on-a deadtree.- We stoped
and killed itand:dresseditandrun-ondown to
Trolly :‘Spring.":There we lunched-on-biscuit ~
Preserves, ‘Sweet: Potatos, and.lemonade.
Then we floated along looking for squirls saw
one: but'did not:get.to shoot’it.."We run-on
down. to:Khoxes Creek where.we saw. two
squ(lrles Elish:got-after them and'shot them
ortwo others lidon’t knowwhich.:\We:dressed
them=and-started:ion:and-by*3 pm: was ‘at
Lanes Mill and-by:4 was at Clay:furnace’tied
up thereto camp-overnight. Elishawentafter
some :bread “and“onsthes way' “killed‘three
squilres ‘as“we 'were: get_tmg more squirles
than ‘we could use we salted them-down to
take home. While he was gone | got supper
had a regular squirl stew after supper we sat

- around a little whil then went to bed. The

night was cold and we could not keep warm
got up 4* am made a fire to warm up by then
Elish went after some bread not gettting any
the night before.




« Sep 21st

While he was gone I got Breakfast had squirl
stewed again got to like them better that way
than-fried.- After. Breakfast Elisha went out
and killed3 more squirls and.as we were
getting more salted them down to take home.
We packed up and started from Clay furnace
10° am. After Breakfast 1.took a bad pain in
my side and it kept getting worse. Got so bad
I could not do anything, just-had to.sit down
- and let Elisha do.all the work.: Finely 'went to
~drinking that white whiskey. | would take one
-or two swallows about ever half hour and by
‘one o’clocklwas getting easier. | must drank
near a pint, and it neverintoxicated me on the
account-of the pain beeing so great. We got
to Roaring Spring at noon made dinner used
up the last of our Bacon we ‘started with 5 1/4
pounds. After dinner Elisha went out and
killed another squirl making 23 in all on the
trip. While I was fixing up the dishes. ‘Then
~ we pulled -out for ‘Woodsonville getting in
there 3 pm feehng like we had been around
the world on that tnp my Rhewmaties gone
- -and appitite good

J. R, Dowling




Index of River Sites

Cain Bottom, Sep 12th

Cave “openin front”, Sep 10th, Sep 18th
Clay Furnace, Sep 4th, Sep 20th, Sep 21st
Cold Spring, Sep 19th

Distillery, Sep 19th

Dobson’s Spring Branch, Sep 10th, Sep 17th
Mr. Fisher’s, Sep 12th

Willis Gardner’s, Sep 13th

Glen Lillie Spring, Sep 20th, Sep 21st
“Good Luck” Spring, Sep 6th

High Rail Road Bridge, Sep 6th

Knoxes Creek, Sep 20th

Lanes Mill, Sep 6th, Sep 20th

Little Barren River, Sep 8th

Linn Camp, Sep 8th

Roaring Spring, Sep 3rd, Sep 4th Sep 21st
Savage Mill, Sep 4th

Smith’s Saw Mill, Sep 7th

Steep Hollow, Sep 12th .

Three Hundred Mill Springs, Sep Bth
Trolley Spring, Sep 7th, Sep 20th

Vance Island (Baptising), Sep 14th .
Woodsonville, Sep 6th, Sep 21st

Wyatt’s Crossing, Sep 6th
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